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The  following  is  the  J  u  d  g  e5s  CHARGE  to  the 

J  U  R  Y, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, 

I  AM  extremely  pleafed  at  your  meeting  me  fo 
early  this  feftlons,  as  by  your  attendance,  I  hope 
I  (hall  be  able  to  get  through  the  bufinefs  of  the 
county  in  the  courfe  of  the  week ;  I  am  the  more 
iatisfied  at  this  circumftance,  as  I  perceive  your 
calendar  extremely  loaded  indeed,  and  that  it  con¬ 
tains  a  longer  and  heavier  lift  of  crimes,  than  I  have 
found  charged  in  the  calendars  of  feven  counties. 

Amongft  thefe,  I  find  fome  in  particular,  which 
require  no  inconfiderable  attention  ;  and  the  firft  of 
confequence  which  I  find  in  the  lift,  is  fuch  as  may 
depend  on  circumftances  only.  It  is  a  crime  of  fo 
peculiar  a  nature,  that  it  is  general Iy? committed  with  * 
the  greateft  fecrecy,  and  over  which  the  offender 
always  makes  ufe  of  every  art  and  cunning  to  throw 
a  veil. — It  is  your  duty,  Gentlemen,  to  throw  off  { 
this  veil  and  fife  the  bufinefs  to  the  bottom. — You 
are  nor  to  exped:  vi-fible  proofs  in  a  work  of  dark- 
nefs  ;  you  are  frc^eol left  the  truth  from  circumftances, 
and  little  collateral  fads,  which  taken  fmgly,  afford'  4 
no  proof,  yet  put  together, *  fo  tally  with,  and  con¬ 
firm  each  other,  that  they  are  as  ftrong  and  con¬ 
vincing  evidence,  as  any  fads  that  appear  in  the  broad 
face  of  day. 

In  this  cafe.  Gentlemen,  you  wilKhave  two  ob- 
jeds  to  confider:  Firft,  whether  the  deceafed  did 
die  of  poifon  ?  Secondly,  whether  the  perfon  fuf- 
pe<ded,  did  afiift  in  admimftering  that  poifon  ?  With 
refped:  to  the  firft  of  thefe  confederations  you  will  no 
doubt  hear  the  fentimehts  of  thofe  who  are  (killed  in 
the  nature  and  effects  of  poifon,  which  is  of  various 
forts,  and  moil  fabric  in  its  operation.  From  the 
information  of  fuch  perfons,  you  will  be  able  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  the  effed:  which  different  poifons 
have  on  different  perfons,  and  alfo  the  effecds  the  fame 
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poifons  have  on  perfons  of  different  habits,  and  con- 
fii unions.  But  in  this  enquiry,  Gentlemen,  the 
opinions  of  fuch  perfons  are  not  to  coniroul ;  they  are 
only  to  qffift  your  determination;  and  if  you  fhould 
find  that  they  difagree,  you  will  then  find  it  neceffary 
to  enquire,  whether  any,  and  what  means  were  uied 
to  fecrete  any  circumftances  that  might  lead  to  more 
certain  evidence.  It  will  alfo  be  proper  for  you  to 
confider  the  (late  of  health  in  which  the  deceafed  had 
been  previous  to,  and  at  the  time  of  this  unfortunate 
affair:  Whether  he  was  well  or  indifpofed,  and  if 
indifpofed,  what  medicines  were  p refer i bed  for  him, 
and  by  whom .  If  you  find  he  did  get  his  death  by 
poifon,  the  next  cafe  is  to  confider,  who  gave  him 
that  poifon.  Where  poifon  is  knowingly  given,  and 
death  enfues,  it  is  wilful  murder ,  and  it  he  was  prefent 
when  poifon  was  given  by  another,  he  is  not  art 
<accef[ary>  but  a  principal . 

There  are  two  ways,  by  which  the  Jaw  confiders 
a  perfon  as  prefent  in  fuch  cafes ;  there  is  an  affinal 
and  a  confiruffiive  prefence.  To  be  a&ually  prefent , 
is  to  be  in  the  room  with,  and  within  fight  of  the 
perfon,  when  the  poifon  is  adminiftered.  To  be  con- 
ftruffiively  prefent,  is  to  be  in  the  houfe,  knowing  and 
affenting  to  what  is  done.  There  are  cafes,  in  which 
a  man  may  be  ah  hundred  miles  off,  and  give  poifon 
to  another  to  adminifler  to  a  third,  there  the  perfort 
who  unfortunately  adminifters  the  poifon,  if  ignorant 
of  the  intention,  is  not  guilty ,  but  the  perfon  who 
gave  it  for  that  purpofe,  though  at  fo  great  adiftance, 
is  guilty  of  murder. 

1  will  here  mention  one  cafe,  in  which  a  perfon 
gave  poifon  to  another  to  adminifler  to  a  third,  but 
the  perfon  to  whom  he  gave  it  for  that  purpofe, 
knowing  as  well  as  he  did,  that  it  was  poifon,  then 
it  was  determined  that  the  perfon  who  fo  gave  it, 
was  not  a  principal ,  but  an  accefj'ary  before  the  faff. 

I  mu  ft  pbferve  to  you,  that  if  an  innocent  medicine 
is  changed  for  a  noxious  one  by  fubftitution,  he  wh^ 
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changes  it  is  guilty  of  murder  if  the  perlpn  dies.  If 
the  indictment  fhould  ftate  that  the  deceafed  died  by 
any  particular  poifon,  and  it  ihoulcf  appear  upon 
enquiry,  that  he  died  of  another  fort  of  poifon,  I  am 
to  inform  you;  that  the  difference  is  immaterial  with 
refpeft  to  the  law,  it  being  held  fufficient,  in  iuch 
cafe,  that  the  deceafed  was  poifoned.  t,  It  is  proper 
to  remark  to  you,  that  the  crime  of  mufder,  by 
means  of  poifon,  has  ever  been  confidered  as  the  moft 
odious  of  all  crimes,  as  it  is  a  fpecies  of  murder  of  at 
kind  that  implies  a  peculiar  premeditation,  and  in 
former  times  was  held  of  fo  horrid  a  nature,  that  the 
perfons  found  guilty  of  it  were  boiled  to  death  in 
water  or  in  lead,  though  at  prefent  the  crime  and 
punifhment  {land  undiftinguifhed. 

But  whilft  I  am  thus  defcribing  the  odious  and 
horrid  nature  of  this  fpecies  of  murder,  it  is  neceffary 
to  caution  you  againft  applying  your  deteftation  of 
the  crime  itfelf  to  the  perfon  accufed  of  it.  It  is  not 
your  place  to  enquire  into  the  immediate  guilt  or  in¬ 
nocence,  It  is  for  you  merely  to  enquire  whether 
there  is  fufficient  ground  of  fufpicion  to  put  him  on 
his  trial,  and  call  on  him  to  prove  his  innocence. 

There  are  two  other  cafes  of  murder  to  come  alfo 
before  you,  on  which  it  may  be  neceffary  for  me  to 
fay  a  few  words ;  the  one  is  where  death  is  caufed 
without  a  direCt  aft*  or  by  indirect  means,  in  which 
there  is  malice  implied;  as  by  ftarving,  for  inftance ; 
9r  when  a  prifoner  dies  by  dureis  of  a  goaler,  in  fuch 
cafes  it  is  murder .  Alfo,  when  a  child  is  expofed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  of  conlequence 
dies*,  or  if  a  pauper,  by  the  vexatious  removal  of 
par ifh  officers,  dies  of  cold,  being  removed  when  in 
an  improper  ftate,  the  law  decides  that  therms  malice 
implied,  and  the  crime  is  murder .  So,  in  the  fccond 
cafe  two  men  go  out  together,  without  any  defign  to 
commit  murder,  though  with  an  intent  to  commie 
fome  other  felonious  aft,  and  one  of  them  in  that 
purlwit  ihould  kill  a  man,  they  are  both  principals 
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in  murder ;  for  the  previous  defign  of  committing 
felony,  carries  with  it  the  implied  malice  which  in 
law  constitutes  that  crime. 

Two  other  cafes  will  alfo  come  under  your  cog¬ 
nizance  with  refped  to  a  burglary  and  a  burglarious 
entry.  The  one  is  for  breaking  open  a  houfe  in  the 
night,  and  Healing  goods;  this  is  common  burglary* 
The  other  is  for  breaking  open  a  houfe  in  the  night, 
without  Healing  any  thing  out  of  it;  this  alfo  is 
burglary,  and  the  difference  to  be  made  between 
them  is  merely  in  the  form  of  the  indictment,  which 
will  Hate  the  burglarious  adt  to  have  been  committed, 
with  intent  to  commit  felony.  In  this  cafe  you  will 
confider  the  intention,  and  by  that  you  will  form 
your  decifion. 

I  have  thought  it  neceflary.  Gentlemen,  to  throw 
out  thefe  few  hints  for  your  information  upon  thofe 
cafes  that  appeared  to  me  to  require  fome  obfervation  ; 
and  I  fhall  be  happy  if  you  find  them  ufefulin  direct¬ 
ing  your  proceedings  in  the  arduous  duty  to  which 
you  are  called  by  your  country. 

will milllHIWl— »inw"r.  — n-n.1- 

-  i  .  r  WV  .  *  1  '•  *  4  — 

FRIDAY,  March  30 th. 

At  feven  o’Clock  in  the  morning,  the  Judge  came 
into  court,  but  it  was  near  an  hour  before  the  jury 
could  be  fwprn,  owing  to  an  amazing  number  being 
challenged  by  the  prifoner,  and  the  court  being  fo 
crouded  that  it  was  impofiible  for  them  to  come 
forward, 

The  prifoner  being  placed  at  the  bar,  the  indift* 
ment  was  read  over  to  him. 

*  *  *  .  j  *  • 

INDICTMENT. 

JOHN  DONNELLAN,  Efq;  flood  charged  with 
the  wilful  murder  of  ^Sir  fheodoftus  Edward  Aljley 
Boughtoriy  Baronet,  on  the  30th  of  AuguH  1780,  by 
devifing  and  intending  to  poifor},  kill,  and  murder  ; 

felonioufiy. 
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fclonioufly,  wilfully,  and  with  malice  aforethought, 
the  faid  Sir  Theodofius ,  by  having  put,  or  caufed  to 
be  pur,  placed  and  lfcftf  in  the  lodging  room  of  the 
laid  Sir  Theodofius,  at  his  mother’s  feat  at  Lawford- 
Hall,  in  the  Parifh  or  Neuhourn-on-Avon,  a  certain 
draught  containing  two  drams  of  Arfenic,  which  he 
did  mix,  mingle,  and  infufe  into  water,  and  after¬ 
wards  put  into  a  fmall  phial,  of  the  value  of  one 
penny,  in  order  that  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  might 
mi  flake  the  faid  draught  for  an  innocent  medicine 
which  had  been  fent  him  for  a  falutary  purpofe,  and 
thereby  take,  drink,  and  fwallow  down  into  his 
body  the  lame ;  and  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  not  know¬ 
ing  that  the  faid  arfenic  had  been  fo  mixed,  mingled, 
and  infufed,  did  take,  drink  and  fwallow  down  into 
his  body,  the  faid  draught  fo  placed  and  left,  in* 
dead  of  the  medicine  which  had  been  before  prefcribed, 
by  which  means  he  became  fick  and  diftempered  in 
his  body,  and  did  die  on  the  30th  of  Auguft,  1780, 

There  were  two  other  counts,  one  at  common  law, 
and  the  other  on  the  ltatute,  he  was  likewife  indidted 
on  the  Coroner’s  Inqueft. 

Counfellor  Dighy  opened  the  profecution,  by  inform¬ 
ing  the  court,  that  the  prifoner,  John  Donnella^  Efq; 
food  charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of  Sir  Theodofius 
Edward  Alfley  Boughton ,  Baronet,  on  the  30th  of 
Auguft,  1780  •,  to  which  he  had  pleaded  Not  Guilty, 
and  had  put  himfelf  on  his  trial  by  God  and  his 
Country, 

Counfellor  How  err  th  then  addrefled  the  Jury  as 
follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury , 

THE  Prifoner  at  the  bar  (lands  charged  with  the 
wilful  murder  of  Sir  Theodofius  Edward  Alfley  Boughton , 
Baronet;  his  cafe  is  of  fo  black  a  dye,  that  it  excites 
the  indignation  of  all  honed  minds,  and  the  nature 
of  the  prefent  enquiry  calls  on  you  for  your  fober 

and* 
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and  difpafilonate  inveftigation  of  it:  The  rnurderei 


is  not  pointed  out  here,  by  any  bloody  marks,  as  is 
frequently  the  cafe  in  crimes  of  the  like  nature,  for 
the  dark  bufinefs  he  has  been  concerned  in,  can  only 
be  traced  by  circumftances  $  but  it  is  my  duty  to 
point  out  to  you  what  thefe  circumflances  are,  and 
you  will,  under  the  direction  of  a  learned  and  upright 
judge,  who  will  not  fufirer  any  improper  evidence 
to  come  before  you,  find  that  the  unfortunate  young 
hi  an  deceased,  Sir  Theodofius  Edward  A[(ley  Bought  on, 
was  a  young  man  of  an  ancient  and  refpedfable 
family,  and  who,  had  he  attained  the  age  of  it  years, 
would  have  been  po  fie  fled  of  a  confiderable  efiate, 
but  on  his  deceafe,  if  before  the  age  of  21,  the  laid 
efiate  would  in  a  great  meafure  go  to  the  filter  of 
Sir  Thebd,ofius^  the  Wife  of  the  prifoner.  I  will  prove 
to  you  that  the  prifoner,  for  a  confiderable  time  before 
the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius ,  wa3  frequently  heard 
to  fay*  that  Sir  Theodofius  was  of  a  bad  (late  of 
health,  that  he  would  not  live  long,  that  his  life  was 
not  worth  a  yearns  purchafe,  and  by  thefe  means 
feemed  to  be  preparing  the  family  for  the  dreadful 
event  that  was  fhortly  to  enfue.  Sir  Theodofius^  a  few 
days  previous  to  his  death,  Gentlemen,  intended  a 
journey  into  Northamptonfhire  to  Mr.  Fonnereau, 
he  had  for  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  before,  been  troubled 
with  a  flight  venereal  complaint,  and  was  attended 
by  Mr.  Powell ,  an  Apothecary,  who.  on  the  29th  of 
Augult  laft,  made  up  an  innocent  prefcription  for 
him,  and  lent  it  over  to  L&wford-  Hall,  by  one  of 
Sir  ‘Theodofius* s  fervants  who  went  for  it  on  purpofe, 
1'he  draught  fo  prepared  was  to  be  taken  the  next 
day,  which  the  prifoner  well  knew.  — On  thefervant’s 
bringing  home  the  draught  he  gave  it  to  Sir  Theodofius , 
who  placed  it  oh  a  fhelf  in  his  Own  room,  and  then 
went  out  with  the  fervants  a  fifhing.  At  this  time. 
Gentlemen,  the  deceafed  was  in  perfedt  health  and 
ipirits,  except  the  (light  complaint  I  before  mentioned. 
Lady  Boughton  and  Mrs.  Donnellan  were  at  this  time, 
walking  in  the  garden,  where  the  prifoner  joined  them, 
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faying  he  had  been  feeing  Sir  Theodcfius  fifh,  and  Had4 
adviled  him  to  leave  off  as  he  would  catch  cold,- 
Now  the  whole  of  this  convention  was  a  falfehood, 
for  he  had  not  been  leeing  Sir  dheodo/ms  (iih,  nor  had 
he  fpoke  to  him,  by  which  1  mud  leave  you  tO' 
judge  whether  the  prifoner  had  not  fome  interefted 
views  to  anlwer,  by  telling  Lady  Bcu^hton  the  lying, 
artful  tale  he  did. — About  three  o’clock  that  lame 
evening,  Sir  Bheodofius  came  home  from  fifhing,  eat 
his  fupper  heartily  and  went  to  bed  in  perfect  health. 
On  the  next  morning  about  6  o'Ciock,  he  was 
waked  by  his  fervant,  and  leapt  out  of  bed  to  give 
him  iomething  from  his  pocket ;  about  7  o’Clock 
Lady  Boughton  got  up,  and  on  going  into  her  fon’s 
room,  Ihe  requelted  to  know  if  he  had  taken  his 
phyfic,  he  replied  no,  and  requeued  her  to  give  it 
him,  which  lire  did.  Gentlemen,  ic  will  be  (hewn 
you  in  evidence,  why  this  medicine  which  ufed  to  be 
locked  up,  was  now  left  out  open  in  Sir  Th&cdqfiush 
room.  Sir  Bheodofius  had  once  forgot  to  take  his 
phyfic,  upon  which  the  prifoner  faid,  you.fho-uld  not 
lock  up  your  phyfic,  you  fhould  place  it  on  your 
lhelfin  your  own  bed  room,  then  you  cannot  forger- 
it.  The  draught  which  his  mother  gave  him,  he  had 
not  hall  (wallowed,  before  he  complained  of  its  being, 
io  naufeous  to  the  taife,  that  he  could  not  keep  it- 
down,  upon  which  Lady  Bought  on  fmelt  to  the  bottle 
and  faid  ihe  thought  it  had  the  Lent  of  bitter  almonds 
The  decealed  dtlired  her  to  give  him  fome  cheete  to- 
put  the  tafte  out  of  his  month,  which  (he  did  and  he 
j pit  it  out  again,  he  then  rinced  his  mouth  with  fome 
water,  and  ipit  that  out  likewife  ;  he  laid  himfclf 
down,  but  had  not  been  in  that  pollute  three  minutes 
before  he  appeared  much  affedted  —  Lady  Boughton 
thought  it  was  owing  to  his  being  fet  agajnft  the 
medicine  by  thenauleous  tafle  — (he  left  him  feemingly 
rather  compofed,  but  on  her  return  in  about  ten 
minutes,  (lie  found  the  young  man  (haggling  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  his  eyes  fixed,  his  teeth  clenched, 

and 
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and  foming  at  the  mouth;  in  thefe  agonies  he  con- 
. tioucd' until  his  death,  which  was  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.,  as  will  be  proved,  by  her  Ladyfliip  whenever 
(he  is  called.- — If  you  fhould  find,  Gentlemen,  in 
the  courfe  of  your  enquiry  that  this  young  man  was 
poifoned,  it  will  be  quite  immaterial  what  that  poilon 
was  that  occafconed  his  death,;  a  young  man  juft 
turned  of  20  years,  of  a  good  coniliuuion,  no  dis¬ 
order  that  could  endanger  life*  being  in  per  re  61: 
health  in.  the  morning,  and  complaining  of  a  draught 
.the  moment  he  took  it,  with  the  fymptoms  that 
hollowed  after,  will,  I  trull,  make  it  appear  quit- 

plain  that  he  was  poiloned. 

The  indictment  Hates  a r fenic.- to  be  the  caufe,  but  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  to  b t  laurel  water,  and  it 
wifi  likewife  be  plainly  proved,  that  the  draft  given  by 
lady  Boughton  to  her  fon  was  not  the  draft  compofed 
and  lent  by  Dr.  Powell.  There  is  a  circumftance 
Gentlemen,  and  a  wery  important  one  to,  refpeding 
i this  laurel  water.  I  fhall  .prove  that  the  pnfoner 
had  for  fome  time  previous  to  the  death  of  Sir  1  heo- 
.  doli us,  ufed  a  Still  which  he  kept  in  his  room,  but  a 
litiort  time  after  Sir  1  heodoiius  s  death  this  laid 
■  Hill  was  filled  with  wet  lime,  for  laurel  wurei  is  Oi 
that  ftrong  nature  that  nothing  but  lime  would  take 
away  the  fmell,  and  to  be  more  certain  of  the  Imell 
beino-  thoroughly  evaporated  hecaufed  the  laid  flill  to 
be  put  into  an  oven  :  now  the  vague  excutes  made  by 
the  priloner  for  his  conduct  about  the  tliil,  will,  as 
far  as  ^ircumftantial  evidence  can  be  allowed  plainly 
prove  his  guilr,  for  what  did  he  lay  on  the  delivery  of 
this  (Pill  tothefervants  toclean.  Why,  l  have  beenufing, 
this  lime  to  kill  fleas  in  my  bed  room,  Could  it  beiup- 
pofed a  gentleman  wuuldiayor  do  this  ?  No,  certainly. 

Lady" Boughton  on  her  return  into  her  Tons,  room, 
after  fhe  had  left  him,  as  fhe  thought  a  little  competed, 
was  fur  prized  to  find  him  flrugling  with  deatn,  and 
lent  for  Dr.  Powell  and  the  priloner.  The  priloner 
arrived  firft,  and  pray  let  me  draw  your  attention  to 
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what  paffed  in  the  room  of  the  deceafed  on  the 
prifoner’s  coming.  Lady  Boughton  faid  to  him, 
What  draft  has  Dr.  Powell  fent  ?  I  have  given  my 
fon  that  which  I  am  confident,  from  its  operation 
would  have  killed  a  dog.  The  prifoner  replied  Damn 
him  why  did  he  fend  it,  where  is  the  bottle  ?  upon 
which  Lady  Boughton  gave  it  him,  and  he  direclly 
poured  fome  water  into  it,  rinced  it,  and  emptied  it 
into  the  wafh,  hand  baton.  Lady  Boughton  faid, 
for  God  fake  what  are  you  about?  upon  which  he 
took  another  bottle  and  rinced  that  for  fear  he  had 
ben  mistaken,  as  there  were  two  bottles  on  the 
flidf. 

Sarah  Blundell,  a  maid  fervant  fince  dead,  and 
who,  had  fhe  been  living,  could  have  given  a  very  ma¬ 
terial  evidence,  was  defiredby  the  prifoner  to  take  away 
the  bottles  from  out  of  the  room,  upon  which  Lady 
Boughton  remonftrated,  as  it  was  improper  until  Mr. 
Powell  the  Apothecary  came,  upon  which  the  pri¬ 
foner  grew  warm,  and  continued  fo  until  Dr.  Powell 
came.  But  pray  attend  to  what  happened  on  Dr. 
Powell’s  coming.  The  prifoner  never  enquired  of 
him  what  the  medicine  was  that  he  fent,  but  on  the 
contrary,  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  him  that  the 
deceafed  had  been  out  late  a  fifhing,  and  had  caught 
fo  violent  a  cold  as  to  occafion  his  death  *,  and  Mr. 
Powell  is  buffered  to  go  home  without  a  word  being 
faid  to  him  about  the  bottle,  or  about  what  it  con¬ 
tained,  that  he  might  clear  his  character;  ?,nd  the 
manner  in  which  the  prifoner  went  about  the  haute 
during  the  time  Sir  Theodofius  lay  in  agony,  is  noc 
to  be  accounted  for  ;  for  to  one  he  faid  the  foolifh 
fellow  had  caught  his  death  by  a  cold,  Billing;  to  an¬ 
other,  that  he  died  of  the  venereal  difeafe -,  and  to  a 
third,  that  he  had  wetted  his  feet.  Now  *,  Gentlemen 
cf  the  Jury,  how  could  the  prifoner  know  that  the 
deceafed  had'wetted  his  feet;  he  had  not  been  fifhing 
with  him,  nor  was  he  near  him,  altho’  he  faid  fo, 
which  I  ilia  1 1  plainly  prove  •,  and  with  refpedt  to  his 
feet  being  wet,  Lady  Boughton  had  prudence  enough 

to 
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examine  his  dockings,  and  they  were  perfectly  dry. 
Sir  Theodofius,  being  dead,  the  prifoner  thought  it 
necelTary  that  fomething  fhould  be  faid  tp  Sir  William 
Wheeler  his  guardian,  upon  which  he  wrote  him  the 
following  letter : 

46  Dear  Sir, 

44  I  AM  lorry  to  be  the  meflenger  of  Sir  Theo- 
44  dofius’s  death  to  you/  but  he  has  been  ill  for  fome 
44  time  pall,  and  under  Dr.  Powell’s  hands.  Lady 
44  Bought  on  and  my  wife  are  inconfolable,  and  join 
y  with  me,  &c.  &c. 

“  JOHN  DONNELLAN.” 

This  letter  wras  meant  to  blind  Sir  William  Wheel¬ 
er,  and  it  had  the  defired  effect;  it  prevented  him 
from  coming  over  to  Lawford-hall  to  fee  him,  and 
the  deceafed  was  kept  clofe  from  view  until  thetime 
his  coffin  was  foldered  up. — But  iufpicions  grew  and 
fpread  themfelves  to  Sir  William  Wheeler’s  ears,  upon 
which  he  writes  a  letter  to  the  prifoner  in  eXprefs 
terms,  that  he  had  been  informed  of  Sir  Theodofius’s 
dying  by  poifon,  and  defired  that  the  body  might  be 
opened  by  Dr.  Rattray,  Dr.  Wilmour,  and  Dr.  Snow. 
—The  prifoner  dared  not  refill  the  requifition,  and 
therefore  lent  back  a  note,  of  his,  and  the  family’s 
approbation  of  Sir  William’s  requeft. — Sir  William 
lent  another  letter  to  inform  the  priloner  that  he  could 
not  come  over  himfelf  to  be  prelent,  but  defired  him 
to  proceed.— On  Monday  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wil¬ 
mour  met  at  Lawford-hail,. and  the  prifoner  took  them 
into  the  parlour,  and  alked  them  if  they  had  feen  Sir 

William  Wheder  ?  They  replied,  No. - I  he  prifoner 

immediately  lays,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
William  for  you  to  attend,  but  he  never  Ihewed  them 
the  firil  letter  and  only  a  part  of  thefecond,  which  part 
did  not  mention  the  apprehenfion  of  pcifon,  it  only 
fpoke  in  general  terms,  that  the  body  was  to  be 
opened,  the  letter  the  prifont-r  fhewed-could  give  no 
light  to  the  fubjebt,  but  inllead  of  telling  the  Doctors 
the  caufe  cf  fufpicion,  he  endeavoured  to  blind  them. 
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^  hey  afced  h' m  why  the  deceafed  was  to  be  openet 
He  replied,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  usaii.  ‘''"t  w 
finding  the  body  in  a  (late  of  putrc.action,  "'"VY  • 
ing  the  realon  why  it  was  to  be  opened,  ana  -•  e 
ispprehenlive  there  was  perional  danger  torn  .»•- 

Imell,  were  S.ffcred  to  depart  home  by  the  .pri»on».r, 

'without  one  Angle  queflibn  being  a  Ike  w't  r  ■ .  - 
to  their  opinionf  On  the  next  morning  ^.Budnd! 
a  furgeon,  came  to  i  awford-Hall,  ane  nnoing  ^ 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  had  been  there  a  . 
opening  the  body,  he  offered  at  an  hazards  to  o, ^ 
the  body  himfelf,  for  the  fatisfaclnni  oi  tu'P 
lie  : — but  what  was  the  priloner’s  condu  .  nere  ■  ‘  -  ’ 

the  priioner  would  not  fuffer  him  to  op  n 0  * 

'under  the  pretence  that  S»r  lh  illiam  If  fheuT  °ac  ^ 

mentioned  him,  and  that  two  ot  the  i^odtms  ^l*at7  \ . 
had  mentioned,  had  declined  it.  *iVt ter  1  ■  UCJ^  t 
had  gone  away,  the  pri  loner  wrote  a  tccona 

to  Sir  William  Wheeler ,  as  follows: 


“  Dear  Sir,  __  f  . 

“  Give  me  leave  to  exprefs  what  a  heart  felt  latis- 

fadion  the  receipt  of  your  letter  gave  Lady  Boug*- 

ton ,  my  wife  and.  myfelt ;  I  fent  immediately  tor 
tc  Dr.  Rattray,  and  Mr.  Wilmour,  they  came,  and 
64  save  •then')  your  letter  to  perule,  and  to  udt  as  you 
“  directed,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  they  have 

fully  fatifi-fied  us.”  .  .. 

Now  did  he  give  the  letter  which  Sir  W nit  am 

Wheeler  lent  him,  to  theDotfors  ?  No.  The  one  he 
{hewed  was  the  fecond  letter,  a  mere  complimentary^ 
•one,  excufing  Sir  William  s  peiional  appearance; 
be  Tides,  how  could  he  write  time  tlie  Gentlemen  had 
fully  fa  tidied  us?- What  was  a  Iked  them  r  — Not  a  iingle 
ejuc (lion,  and  yet  he  had  openly  the  daring  audacity 
to  write  that  they  had  4‘  fully  fatisfied  us.”  This  very 
affair,  Gentlemen,  fpeaks  as  flrung  as  a  thouUnd 
witnekes  again  ft  him  *,  and  l  (hall  wiih  you  to  hear 
from  the  gentlemen  of  t  e  faculty,  the  Rate  they 

found 
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found  the  body  in  when  they  did  open  it,  which  will' 
be  an  additional  pr  x)f  of  the  prifoner’s  guilt-. 

The  letter  to  Sir  William  Wheeler ,  Gentlemen,  then? 
goes  on  as  follows:- 

“  Sir  Th  cdofim  had  tried  to  take  mercurial  omt~ 
ct  ment  to  dilpel  a  large  bubo,  the  lame  as  he  did  at 
“  Eaton,  but  So  Bhtodofim  vvas  obftinare  as  ufua!  ; 
44  however,  [recommended  him  to  Mr  Powell,  who 
*4  I  believe,  did  all  that  man  could  do,  but  he  re- 
44  fu fed  both  my  advice  and  Lady  Boughtm s,  who 
44  with  my  wife,  ioin  with  me,  &c,  &c. 

^  JOHN  DONELLANT 
This  letter  had  the  defired  effedf :  it  blinded  Sir 
William  Wheeler ,  who  thought,  if  they  were  fatisfied, 
he  was  ;  but  what  was  his  furprize  when  in  three  or 
four  days  time  he  found  the  kdy  had  not  been  opned  ; 
what  does  Sir  William  Wheeler  do  ?  why  is  every  honeft 
man  would  have  done.  He  writes  again  and  defires 
that  Mr.  Snow  might  be  fent  for,  Mr.  Snow 
arrives  at  Lawford- hall,  and  is  told  by  the  prifoner 
that  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr  Wilmour,  had  de- 
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dimed  to  open  the  body,  and  he,  like  the  two 
others,  is  fent  away  without  opening  the  body  ;  and 
when  Bucknell  arrives,  he  is  told  that  Snow  declined 
to  open  the  body,  and  is  like  wile  fent  away  on  a  fri¬ 
volous  pretence.  After  all  this,  he  dill  concealed 
the  body,  and  at  the  expiration  of  nine  days  had  it 
privately  buried,  and  then  writes  to  Sir  William 
Wheeler  another  letter  as  follows  : 

“  Dear  Sir, 

w  I  refer  you  to  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmour, 
*4  who  were  wkh  the  body.  Mr.  Bucknell  called 
44  in,  and  faid  he  beared  we  wifhed  the  body  to  be 
"  opened-,  I  told  him,  had  you  lent  for  him,  he 
“  [hou Id  have  been  welcome.  This,  Sir,  was  on  the 
*4  eighth  day,  and  had  not  the  body  been  foldered  up, 
he  fhould  have  feen  it.  The  burial  Sir  is  fixed  for 
*4  to  day  at  three  o’clock  unlefs  you  wfih  it  poliponed, 
*e  if  you  do  fend  word  over. 

.  f  “  JOHN  DONNELL  AN.” 
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Between  three  and  four  o’clock  the  body  was  bu  ried 
without  being  opened,  and  on  the  country  people  ap¬ 
pearing  alarmed,  thebody  was  taken  up  an,  opened* 
the  What  appearance,  were  then,  you'll  hear  of  the 
faculty  that  attended.  It  will  be  enough  for  me  to 
fay,  that  the  opening  of  the  body  confirmed  them  that 
were  prefent  that  this  unfortunate  young  man  was 
pojfoned.  When  Lady  Boughton  and  Mrs.  Donnellan 
were  called  before  the  coroner,  and  the  circumftance 
of  rincing  the  bottle  was  mentioned,  the  prilbner  was 
obferved  by  one  of  the  Jury  to  pull  her  by  the  fieeve  to 
flop  her.  Now,  Gentlemen,  let  me  afk  you  what 
folly  can  account  for  iuch  a  tranfafbon  ?  No  art  can 
wipe  it  away  :  it  (hewed  like  the  a£t  of  a  guilty  man. 
On  the  prisoner's  return  to  Lawford-hall  from  the 
coroner’s,  he  chided  Lady  Boughton  for  fpeaking  of 
the  bottle,  telling  her  that  (he  was  not  bound  to 
mention  any  thing  but  what  was  a(ked  her.  If  be  was 
an  innocent  man,  why,  in  the  name  of  God,  would  he 
wifh  to  conceal  any  thing-,  but  he  was  at  lad  almoib 
forced,  when  he  faw  no  probability  of  getting  rid  of 
the  fufpicion,  to  wriie  a  letter  to  the  coroner  on  the 
jury’s  lad  day  of  their  fitting,  which  was  a>  follows  i 

\ To  the  Coroner  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury , 

ct  Underdanding  from  report  that  a  meeting  is  to  be 
“  held  today,  (  hold  it  as  my  duty  to  give  you  every 
44  information  in  my  power,  as  does  lady  Boughton 
4£  and  Mrs.  Donnellan.  Whilft  Sir  Theodofius  was 
ct  here  every  preparation  was  ufed  by  him  to  kill 
46  rats,  he  frequently  bought  arlenic  by  the  pound 
14  weight  at  a  time,  and  laid  it  about  to  dedroy  rat<«, 
“  poifon  fi(h,  &c.  we  ufed  frequently  to  expodulatc 
44  with  him  upon  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct, 
44  and  ufed  to  receive  for  anlwer,  that  die  men  knew 
44  where  he  laid  it.  We  have  not  eat  at  table  with 
him  for  many  months,  nor  have  we  eat  of  any 
41  thing  he  has  touched,.  He  ufed  to  make  up  balls 
44  from  a  recipe  in  a  book  that  he  had.  and  the  gar- 

44  dener 
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den-er  informs  me,  that  he  has  foynd  fifh  which 
*c  Sir  Theodofius  ufed  to  (lit  and  rub  with  poifon, 
£i  &c.  &c. 

Now,  independent  of  this,  you  will  hear  that  the 
fads  dated  in  the  letter  are  not  true,  and  that  the 
-prifoncr  was  committed  on  the  coroner’s  warrant ; 
fince  which  time  he  has  had  converfations  in  gaol 
with  a  man  named  Derbyfhire,  to  whom  he  has  often 
faid  he  thought  Sir  Theodofius  was  poifoned.  Der¬ 
byfhire  made  anfwer,  who  do  you  think  poifoned 
him;  the  prifoner  anfwered,  it  mud  be  among  them- 
felves, — On  being  afked  who  he  could  mean  by  them- 
felves,  he  replied,  the  family  and  apothecary.  Upon 
Derby  (hire’s  laying,  I  cannot  fuppofehe  murdered  him- 
felf.  No,  replied  the  prifoner,  I  don’t  think  he  did: 
why,  the  apothecary  would  not  poifon  him,  for  he 
would  lofe  a  patient,  the  fervants  would  lofe  a  good 
mailer,  and  it  was  unnatural  to  think  that  his  mo¬ 
ther  would  do  it.  Since  his  confinement  he  has 
written  a  letter  to  his  wife,  which,  as  it  was  not  fealed 
I  fhall,  in  thecourfe  of  my  evidence,  produce  a  copy 
of. 

I  have  mentioned  thefe  fads,  gentlemen,  which  I 
will  prove  to  you,  and  the  nature  of  the  cafe  calls 
aloud  for  juflice,  and  that  you  will  indid  that  pu- 
nifhment  on  the  prifoner  that  the  heinoufnefs  of  his 
#rijne  deferves. 

Mr .  POWELL,  apothecary,  /worn. 

Q*^What  profefiion  are  you  of? 

A.  An  apothecary. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Rugby,  about  three  miles  from  Lawford* 
hall. 

Q^Had  you,  previous  to  his  death,  been  employed 
in  the  family  ? 

A.  About  two  months. 

Q>  what  flate  of  health  was  he  ? 

A.  He  had  a  venereal  complaint. 
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QJTo  what  degree? 

A.  A  frefh  complaint ;  ,  not  very  high. 

Q^Did  you  give  him  any  medicines  ? 

A.  Yes,  fome  phyfic  ;  I  ceafed  to  give  him  phyfic 
for  three  weeks,  and  then  began  again. 

QWfow  came  you  to  give  him  fome  again  ? 

A.  Becaufe  he  had  afweiling  on  his  groin. 

What  phyfic  did  you  give  him  ? 

A.  Four  doles  j  two  of  manna  and  falts,  and  two 
of  rhubarb  and  jalap. 

Q^When  was  it  that  you  gave  him  the  lad  ? 

A.  Cn  Tuefday,  the  29th  of  Auguft j  I  fent  hirt) 
feme  before,  on  the  Sunday. 

CLBv  whom  did  you  fend  them  ? 

A.  By  Samuel  Frofs. 

Q^How  long  before  the  lad  dofe  was  fent  had  you 
feen  nim  ? 

A.  The  fame  day. 

Q^How  was  he  ? 

A.  In  great  fpirits  and  good  health. 

Q^How  was  he  on  Sunday  ? 

A.  The  fame. 

Q^Did  you  afk  him  how  the  medicines  agreecj 
with  him  ? 

A.  He  laid  it  made  him  rather  fick. 

Qjhlave  you  a  draughtof  the  fame  fort  inyour  pocket? 
A  Yes.  [Produced  two  phials.] 

Q^Whaf  does  it  contain  ? 

A.  Rheubarb  and  jalap,  nutmeg  Water,  and  fpirits 
of  lavendar. 


What  does  that  other  bottle  contain  ? 

A.  The  fame  quantity  of  rheubarb  and  jalap,  but 
no  dimple  water,  it  is  compofed  of  laurel  water. 

Qi  Was  you  fent  for  to  Lawford-Hali  after  Sir 
Theodofius’s  deceafe  ? 

A.  Yes ;  on  the  Wednefdav  morning. 

QHWhat  meffage  did  the  fervant  bring  you  ? 

A.  He  laid,  Sir  Theodofius  was  very  ill,  and  he 
was  fent  by  lady  Boughton  to  fetch  me. 

Qi,  At 
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A t  what  time  did  you  get  there  ? 

A.  About  nine  o'clock. 

QADid  you  go  into  Sir  Theddoflus’s  room  ? 

A,  Yes;  Mr.  Donnellan  went  in  with  me,  and 
fome  maid  fervants. 

Q^Was  lady  Boughtoii  there  ? 

A.  No.  ,  '  ,  4  , 

Q>  what  fituation  did  you  fee  Sir  Theodofius  ? 
i  A.  Nothing  particular;  there  was  no  diftortidn  5 
lie  had  been  dead  near  an  hour. 

QJDid  Mf.  Donnellan  afk  you  any  queftion  ? 

A.  No ;  none. 

Q^How  long  did  you  flay  ? 

A.  Ten  mihutes. 

Q^Did  you  fay  any  thing  to  him  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  alked  him  how  he  died ;  he  replied;  in 
tonvulfions. 

Q^Did  you  fee  the  bottles  you  had  fent;  or  were 
they  in  the  room  ? 

A.  No. 

cl  d°  you  remember  any  other  convention  with 
Mr.  Donnellan  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  generally  endeavoured  to  make  me  be¬ 
lieve  Sir  Theodofius  had  caught  cold,  which  had  oc* 
cafioned  his  death. 

Q^Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr*  Donnellan’s  hand 
Writing  ?  *- 

A.  Yes  ;  I  have  feen  him  write* 

[. Letters Jhewn  and  admitted .] 

QNWhat  was  the  compofition  of  the  draught  you 
fent  Sir  Theodofius,  by  Samuel  Frofs  ? 

A.  Fifteen  grains  of  rheubarb,  and  fifteen  grains 
of  jalap,  of  fpirits  of  iavendar  20  drops,  two  drams 
of  nutmeg  water,  two  drams  of  fimple  lyrup  and 
one.  and  a  half  ounce  of  fimple  Water. 

Q^What  was  the  effect:  of  the  firft  draught  ? 

A.  It  agreed  with  him  perfectly  well,  but  the  f> 
cond  made  him  fick. 
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O  ofs- Examination » 

Q^Dld  it  not  occur  to  you  to  afk  what  time*  the 
convulfions  came  on  ? 

A.  Yes ;  lady  Broughton  faid  he  was  convidfed 
almoftas  Toon  as  he  had  taken  the  draught. 

Lady  Bough  ton  fworn. 

Q^How  old  was  Sir  T.  Boughton  ? 

A.  He  was  twenty  years  on  the  3d  of  Auguft  lafb. 

How  much  would  he  have  been  entitled  to 
had  he  lived  to  come  of  age  ? 

A.  Two  thoufand  pounds  per  year. 

How  long  had  Sir  Theodofrus  made  part  of 
the  family  at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

*  A.  About  Michaelmas,  1778*  he  came  from  Mr„ 
Jones’s  to  live  at  home. 

Q^Haveyou  had  any  convention  with  the  prL 
funer  about  your  fon  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  he  has  fevcral  times  fpoke  to  me  about 
Sir  Theodofius’s  health. 

Q^What  were  his  expreffions  r 

A.  I  told  him  I  would  move  when  Theodofius 
®ame  of  age  ;  he  faid,  no,  do  not  move  from  Law- 
ford,  fomething  may  happen  before  the  time  he 
comes  of  age,  he  is  of  a  bad  date  of  health. 

Q^Did  you  hear  how  long  Sir  Theodofius  in¬ 
tended  to  day  in  Northamptonfhire  ? 

A .  No. 

Q^Do  yon  not  rtcolledl  Mr.  Powell  fending  the 
bottle  of  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CLDo  you  know  where  Sir  Theodofius  ufed  to 
put  his  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes;  he  ufed  to  lock  it  up  in  a  room;  but 
having  once  forgot  to  take  it,  Mr.  Donellan  advifed 
him  to  keep  it  out  open  on  the  fheif,  in  his  own  room. 

Q  Did  you  fee  Sir  i  hedofius  on  the  Tuefday  ? 

A.  Yes ;  he  went  a  diking  in  the  evening. 

Q^Wore 
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Q^Were  there  any  of  the  men  fervartts  left  in  the 
houfe  ? 

A.  Yes  *,  -Samuel  Frofs. 

Q^How  long  was  you  and  Mrs.  Donnellan  in  the 
garden  ? 

A.  About  an  hour. 

Q^Did  Mr.  Donnellan  join  you  in  your  walk  ? 

A.  Yes;  he  came  and  faid  he  had  been  to  fee  them 
filh,  and  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Sir  T.  to  de» 
fill  for  fear  of  cold* 

Q^What  time  did  Sir  Theodofius  come  home  ? 

A.  About  nine  o’clock  he  came  home,  eat  fome 
fupper,  and  went  to  bed,  and  afked  my  permiffion  to 
have  my  fervant  to  go  and  get  him  fome  fulling 
tackle.  About  feven  in  the  morning  he  defined  me 
to  give  him  his  phyfic.  I  afked  him  where  the  bot¬ 
tle  was,  he  told  me,  there  it  is  on  the  fheif,  get  me 
a  bit  of  cheefe  to  take  the  tafte  out  of  my  mouth  ;  he 
defired  me  to  read  the  label ;  Itdid  ;  It  was  “  A  purg¬ 
ing  draught  for  Sir  cf.  Bought  on' \  Talking  to  him  1  for¬ 
got  to  fhake  the  bottle;  he  faid,  pour  it  in  again  •,  I  did 
fo,  and  fhook  and  gave  it  him,  it  fmelt  like  bitter 
aloes ;  he  laid  it  was  very  naufeous  and  very 
aoxious. 

Court.  Pray  fmell  that  bottle  whether  it  is  like  the 
medicine  you  gave  him  ? 

A.  Yes  it  is  very  much  like  the  fmell. 

Q^What  was  your  obfervation  t 

A.  I  fir  ft  gave  him  the  cheefe  ;  he  faid  he  did  not 
think  he  Ibould  be  able  to  keep  it  down  :  I  gave  hira 
fome  water  and  he  rinced  his  mouth  and  fpit  it 
out ;  in  about  two  minutes  or  two  and  a  half  he 
feemed  to  rattle  in  the  throat  and  ftruggled  to  keep 
it  down  ;  he  was  in  that  ftate  about  ten  minutes,  and 
then  feemed  more  compofed,  upon  which  I  left  him 
and  returned  in  five  minutes,  when,  to  my  aftonilh- 
ment,  i  found  him  with  his  eyes  (taring  up,  his  teeth 
clenched,  and  froth  running  out  of  his  mouth,  f 
feat  for  Mr.  Poweil  and  Mr.  Donnellan  ;  the  prU 

foner 
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foner  came  up  into  the  bed-chamber,  and  faid,'  what 
do  you  want  ?  I  ha5V6  given  my  fori  what  I  thought 
was  phyfic,  that  would  if  given  to  a  dog  kill  him  ;  he 
faid  where  is  the  bottle?  I  (hewed  it  to  him; 
He  faid  is  fhis  it  ?  He  took  fome  water,  rinced  the 
bottle  and  poured  it  into  the  walh  hand  bafon. 

Q^Did  you  upon  that  make  any  obfervation  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  faid,  what  are,  you  about  ?  upon’  which 
he  Hatched  up  the  other  bottle  and  rinced  tha't.  and 
then  heTaid  he  did  it  to  tafte  it. 

Q^Did  he  tafte  the  firft  bottle  ? 

A.  No.j 

Q^Did  any  fefvants  dome  up  ? 

A.  Sarah  Blundell  and  -  Palmer. 

Mr*  Donnellan  defired  Sarah  Blundell  to  carry 
down  the  phyfic,  bottles  and  balon,  but  I  ftopr  her  ; 
he  then  told  her  to  take  the  clothes  away  and  clean 
the  room,  and  upon  my  back  being  turned,  he  put 
the  bottles  into  Sarah  Blundell’s  hand  again,  who 
took  them  away* 

Was  Sir  Theodcfius  then  dead  ? 

A. He  was  nearly  dead;  one  of  the  fervants  Was  wiping 
off  the  froth,  and  his  ftomach  heaved.  Some  time  after 
Mr.  Donnellan  and  my  daughter  were  together  ini 
the  parlour.  Mr.  Donnellan  faid  to  his  wife,  your 
mother  has  been  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  my  walhing 
the  bottles ;  and  I  fhould  not  have  known  what  to  fay 
if  I  had  not  put  my  finger  in  to  tafte,  upon  which  I 
turned  to  the  window,  and  he  again  repeated  it,-  and 
rang  the  bell,  and  defired  that  Will,  the  coachman, 
might  come  up  ;  he  faid,  Will,  do  you  remember  my 
going  out  this  morning  through  the  iron  gate  about 
feven  o’clock  ?  1  have  not  Hen  on  the  other  fide  of 

the  houie  this  morning ;  you  remember  I  came  and 
alked  for  my  horle.  The  man  replied  yes.  T  hen 
fays  he,  you  are  my  evidence. 

'Q^  Do  you  remember  feeing  a  letter  from  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Wheeler? 

A.  Yes. 


Did 
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Did  you  ft  ate  any  p.hjfedlions  to  the  anfwer  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  did  not  explain  them  to  him. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Donnellan  prefent  at  the  examination 
before  the  Coroner  ? 
h  A.  Yes. 

a-  Did  you  mention  there  the  circumftance  of 
walking  the  bottle  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  on  rpy  return  home  he  faid  you  have 
nooccafion  to  fay  any  thing  about  the  bottle,  you  are 
to  fpeak  only  what  is  afked  you.  When  the  (lockings 
were  taken  from  the  bed  fide,  he  faid  here  take  them 
away,  the  feet  are  wet,  and  he  has  caught  his  death 
of  cold. 

Qk,  Did  you  and  family  eat  out  of  the  fame  difht 
as  he  did  generally  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  Mr.  Donnellan  defired  me  not  to 
drink  out  of  the  fame  cup,  as  Sir  Theodofius  was  af¬ 
flicted  with.,  venereal  complaints,  and  it  would  be  better 
not  to  eat  the  bread  he  touched. 

Crofs -  Examination . 

Did  you  not  go  upon  a  vifit  to  Captain  Don¬ 
nellan  and  his  wife  at  Bath  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ho  w  long  before  the  death  of  your  fon  did 
Captain  Donnellan  mention  to  you  that  he  was  in 
an  ill  (late  of  health  ? 

A.  About  a  month,  or  fo. 

Had  you  not  apprized  Captain  Donnellan  and 
his  wife  before,  that  your  fon  was  in  a  bad  (late  of 
health,  and  that  his  fine  complexion  was  gone  ? 

A.  Yes,  In  November  1778. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  a  quarrel  between  Sir  The- 
odoftus  and  a  gendeman  at  Bath  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Did  he  not  quarrel  at  Rugby  once  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  not  pray  of  Captain  Donnellan  to  go 
£nd  prevent  it  ? 

A,  Yes.  / 

Did 
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Qi  Did  he  not  go  and  prevent  any  mifchief  ? 

-  Yes* 

Q^Had  he  not  another  quarrei  at  Daventry,  and 
did  not  Mr.  Donnellan  fave  him  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  did. 

What  time  did  your  Ladylhip  rife  on  the  30th 
of  Auguft  ? 

A.  About  feven  o’clock. 

Was  Mr.  Donnellan  gone  t,o  bed  before  Sir 
Theodofius  returned  ? 

A.  t  believe  he  was. 

Q.  Was  not  Sir  Theodofius  and  the  prifoner  to 
have  rode  out  the  next  morning  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  when  you  went  out  of  his  room  to  the 
prifoner,  and  he  afked  you  if  Sir  Theodofius  was 
ready,  how  came  it  you  did  not  mention  his  being 
convulfed  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  thought  it  would  go  off. 

Q^Did  you  before  the  Coroner  mention  about  Mr. 
Ponnellan  faying,  if  I  had  not  dipped  my  finger  into 
the  bottle  1  fhould  not  have  known  what  to  fay  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  think  I  did. 

Q^  Pray  what  was  the  analogy  of  the  converfation 
between  Mr.  Donnellan  and  his  wife,  that  he  inftantly 
rung  for  the  coachman  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

Was  the  circumftance  of  the  prifoner’s  giving 
Sarah  Blundell  the  bottle  a  fecond  time,  mentioned  to 
the  Coroner  ? 

A.  I  don’t  recoiled. 

(T  Has  not 'your  fan  fent  for  3  pound  of  arfenlc  at 
a  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  has  to  poifon  fifh  and  rats. 

<Y  Have  you  ever  heard  your  fon  mention  any 
thi na  of  Captain  Donneiian’s  behaviour  to  him  ? 

A.  They  did  not  agree,  together. 

from  the  Judge*  Q.  When  Captain  Donnellan 

mentioned 
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-“mentioned  to  his  wife,  did  he  feem  to  fpeak  in  an 
angry  tone  of  voice  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know. 

CATHERINE  AMOS ,  Sworn. 

Q.  Was  you  at  Lawford-Hail  when  Sir  Theodofius 
Bough  ton  died  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  lived  there  as  cook,  and  was  called  up 
flairs  by  Sarah  Blundel,  to  wipe  the  froth  from  his 
mouth ;  he  did  not  flir  hand  or  foot,  but  his  ftomach 
heaved  very  much  *,  he  goggled  very  much  in  his 
throat.  I  then  went  down  flairs,  and  in  about  half 
a$i  hour,  I  law  Captain  Donnellan,  who  faid  to  me,  it 
was  very  filly  that  Sir  Theodofius  had  (laid  out  fo 
late  a  fidnng,  as  he  had  been  taking  phyfic  before 
that  time. 

cl  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Donnellan  the  day  the  body 

was  opened  i 

A.  Yes,  arid  he  faid  there  was  nothing  the  matter, 
only  a  blood  veiled  was  broke. 

Sfuejiion  from  the  Judge,  Did  Sir  Theodofius  fpeak 
any  thing  after  he  had  taken  the  bottle  ? 

A  Nothing  he  lay  down, 

Qa  Did  you  receive  any  thing  from  Captain  Don- 
nellan  foon  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  flill  to  dry  in  an  oven,  which  I  did. 

Rev.  Mr.  NEWS.ON,  Sworn. 

CD  Did  you  fee  Captain  Donnellan  at  Lawford- 
Hail) 

A.  Yes,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  death  of  Sir 
Theodofius,  when  he  told  me  that  Sir  Theodofius 
*had  taken  fo  much  mercury,  his  blood  was  a  mafs  of 
ir4ercury  and  corruption,  and  had  at  that  time  a  large 
fwelling  tin  his  groin,  which  they  .were  endeavouring 
to  bring  to  a  head  ;  that  they  were  fearful  of  its  get¬ 
ting  into  his  head,  as  he  had  frequent  lweilings  in 
his  throat,  his  breath  was  offenfive,  and  his  intellects 
were  fo  much  impaired  that  he  fcarce  knew  how  to  live 
with  him.  Upon  which  I  replied,  then  his  life  is  not 
worth  two  years  purchafe.  He  anfwered,  no  ?  not  one, 

D  I  then 
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I  then  a  iked  what  advice  he  had,  he  Did  Mr.  Powell  ; 
and  he  had  his  medicines  mixed  up  from  a  prefcription 
of  Mr.  Carr,  at  Northampton. 

Q  Had  you  any  reafon  to  think. from  appearance 
that  Sir  Theodcfius  was  not  in  health  ? 

A,  No,  he  looked  very  well,  and  was  in  great  fpirits. 

Q.  Do  you  know  upon  what  terms  Captain  Don¬ 
nellan  and  Sir  Theodcfius  lived  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Mr.  William  CARR,  Surgeon,  at  Northampton. 

Q^Did  you  attend  Sir  Theodolius  r 

A.  Yes,  but  he  was  not  disordered,  he  only 
a  fmalj  wart  on  the  glands  of  the  penis.  I  gave  him 
only  a  prefcription  for  a  lotion,  but  never  preferibed 
for  a  medicine  inwardly. 

Dr.  RATTRAY,  Surgeon,  Coventry. 

On  the  4th  of  September  I  received  a  note  not 
figned,  defiring  l  would  come,  and  bring  Mr.  Wil- 
mour  with  me  to  open  the  body  of  Sir  Theodofius. 

Q.  Did  you  go  ? 

A.  Yes. 


Who  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  Captain  Donnellan,  who  dire&ly  faid  tome, 
have  you  feen  Sir  William  Wheeler.  I  replied  no, 
but  I  expect  him  here  the  coffin  was  ordered  to  be 
unfoldered  while  we  received  feme  refrefhment. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  any  letter  of  Sir  William  Wheeler 
at  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  (lie wed  me  one,  and  only  read  one 
fentence  from  it,  and  Captain  Donnellan  faid.  gentle¬ 
men,  you  will  exxufe  me,  upon  which  we  went  up, 
and  Mr.  Wilmour  laid  the  body  was  too  bad  to  open, 
upon  which  we  agreed  to  go  away  without  opening 
the  body,  as  Captain  Donnellan  faid  the  body  was 
only  menat  to  be  opened  for  the  fatisfadtion  of  the 
family. 


Q_  Did  Captain  Donnellan  mention  any 

Ton ?  '  ‘  : 


A.  No. 

•  w  • 
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Q.  When  did  you  go  to  Lady  Bough* on’s  again  ? 

A.  On  the  9th  of  September  1  received  a  letter,  and 
went,  where  I  found  Mr.  Snow  and  Mr.  Wilmour  in 
the  Church-yard. 

CL  How. did  the  body  then  appear? 

The  body  appeared  iwoln,  the  face  extremely  black, 
the  tongue  protruding  beyond  the  teeth,  and  turned 
up  towards  the  nofe ;  the  blacknefs  diminifhing  as  it 
went  towards  the  bread: ;  the  body  was  fpotted  in  feve- 
ral  parts.  We  next  proceeded  to  open  the  body, 
and  the  fat  appeared  to  be  in  a  diffolving  date,  the 
cavity  of  the  lower  belly,  and  the  fmaller  arch  of  the 
Homach  appeared  inflamed.  In  opening  the  cheil,  the 
heart  appeareed  to  be  in  a  natural  (late  ;  the  lungs  ap- 
peard  red  and  fpotted,  and  on  the  back  part  the  blood 
was  fettled  of  a  deep  red  or  purple  colour.  The  dia- 
phrgam  the  blood  was  fettled  in  the  like  manner  .The 
kidneys  appeared  black  and  tender,  as  did  the  liver. 

Q^What  was  your  opinion  of  the  body,  when 
you  thus  faw  it  ? 

A.  I  do  firmly  believe  that  the  draft  mentioned  by 
Lady  Boughton,  by  the  fymptons  that  followed,  was 
the  occafion  of  his  death. 

QjSmell  to  that  bottle,  A.  The  liquid  is  laurel  water. 

Q.  Would  the  medicine  preferibed  by  Mr.  Powell 
produce  any  flich  fymptons  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  perfectly  innocent. 

Cf  Have  you  made  any  experiments  of  laurel  water? 

A.  Yes,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wilnjopr.  .  id 
upon  a  middle  fized  dog,  who  dropt  down  dead  in 
half  an  hour. 

The  next  was  to  an  aged  mare  at  repeated  intervals, 
about  one  pint  and  half,  who  inffantly  precipitated 
to  the  ground,'  where  flie  lay  and  kicked,  hex  eyes 
rolled,  fhe  gulphed,  and  in  about  fifteen  minutes  fee 
expired.  We  then  gave  a  cat  about  a  fpoonful  of 
laurel  water,  and  fhe  died  in  a  few  minutes.  v 

This  week  I  gave  about  a  pint  to  an  aged  mare, 
but  the  find  horn  fuli  fhe  dropped  to  the  ground— -fhe 
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endeavbured  to  raife  herfelr  up  on  her  hinder  parts — 
we  gave  her  another  horn,  and  fhedropt — died  great¬ 
ly  convulfed  in  twenty  eight  minutes — aftei*  (lie  was 
dead  the  body  heaved — Ali  the  bodies  I  have  feen 
opened  have  a  violent  diftention  of  the  nerves  full  of 
blood. 

Do  you  know  of  any  medicine  that  fmells  like 
laurel  water  ? 

A.  No. 

Q^Does  it  fmell  like  bitter  aloes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ck  Was  the  quantity  of  liquid  in  a  phial  of  laurel 
water  fufficient  to  kill  a  human  body  ? 

'A.  Yes. 

Then  do  you  think  Sir  T.  was  pcifoned  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  far  as  one  may  be  allowed  to  form 
appearances  after  death. 

Crofs  Examination. 

Then  you  fay  that  after  a  body  was  fo  long 
dead,  it  was  impofiible  to  tell  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means,  the  analogy  between  th© 
horfes  and  the  body  were  much  alike. 

a  Was  you  not  deterred  from  opening  the  body 
by  a  nauefous  fmell  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  we  did  not  hear  of  any  purpole  it  was 
to  anfwer. 

Ql  Did  you  not  undertake  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm, 
Wheeler  with  the  fame  ? 

A.  No,  but  as  I  went  away  Mr.  Donnell'an  faid, 
fhall  you  fee  Sir  W«  Wheeler  ?  —  1  replied,  not  that 
I  know  of — On  the  6th  of  September  I  faW  Sir  W. 
Wheeler  at  the  Black  Dog - On  the  9th  of  Sep¬ 

tember  I  faw  the  body  again. 

Q.  Does  not  five  or  fix  days  in  the  heat  of  lummer 
cauie  putrefaction  to  grow  very  la  ft  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  the  body  was  in  that  point  far  better 
than  I  thought  for. 

Did  you  and  Mr.  Wilmour  agree  in  refpeCt  to 
your  opinion  of  the  body  ? 

A.  Yes, 
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A.  Yes,  in  general,  but  I  was  rather  a  novice  be¬ 
fore  the  Coroner,  not  being  ufed  to  a  thing  of  the 
kind. 

Have  you  been  much  ufed  to  anatomical  dif* 
fedlions  ?  *■ 

A.  Yes,  as  much  as  perfons  in  general  are  that 
are  not  entirely  bred  to  anatomy. 

QJ3id  you  well  obferve  the  ftomacn  afterdifledlion  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  appeared  about  one  fpoonful  and 
half  of  (limy  matter,  but  not  gritty  that  I  perceived. 

CL  What  are  the  ligns  of  inflammation  ? 

A.  A  red  appearance  :  we  took  out  the  ftomach, 
and  the  liquor  that  iifued  was  of  fuch  a  flench, 
that  we  did  not  purfue  it. 

<L,  Was  you  not  at  the  timeW  the  Coroner’s  In- 
queft  of  opinion,  that  the  body  was  poifoned  by 
arfenic  ? 

A.  Yes.  •  • 


Q.  Then  you  think  you  were  miftaken  then  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CL,  Then  why  may  not  you  be  miftaken  alfo  now  ? 

A.  Becaufe  from  what  Lady  Boughton  faid,  lau¬ 
rel  water  feems  much  more  the  cafe. 

(L,  Might  not  the  burfting  of  a  blood  veffel  occa- 
honed,  by  being  made  fick,  bring  on  convulfio^s  i 

A.  Yes. 

Do  not  perfons  who  die  of  an  epilepfy  or  apo* 
plexy  have  the  fame  fymptoms  ? 

A.  No,  I  by  no  means  think  the  fymptoms  alike, 
which  Sir  Theodoftus  is  faid  to  have  had. 

cl  Is  it  not  cuftomary  when  people  are  near  dy- 
ing  that  they  froth  at  the  mouth  ? 

A.  No. 


Is  it  not  common  when  any  medicine  is  given 
figainft  the  will  to  animals,  that  they  froth  at  the 
mouth  ? 


A.  Yes,  but  where  poifon  is  given  it  always 
drives  the  blood  as  far  as  it  can  from  the  center  of 
the  bodyr  *  *  * 


CL  Did  you  frriell  the  liquor  that  came  out  of  the 
body  ? 

A.  No  other  than  what  I  was  obliged  to  do,  and 
which  I  then  attributed  to  the  volatile  lad  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  but  I  felt  an  acrimony  on  the  tongue,  and  in  ail 
the  operations  I  have  made  with  laurel  water,  even 
by  fmelling  to  any  open  bottle,  I  have  had  the  fame 
acrimonious  tafte. 

Mr.  R.  IV I L  M  0  U  R,  Surgeon. 

Q_  When  you  went  to  Lawfojd-hall  to  examine 
the  body,  what  part  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  Only  the  face. 

CL  Was  there  any  mention  made  by  the  prifonef 
or  any  other  perfon  about  the  fufpicion  of  poifon  ? 

A;  No. 

CL  if  there  had,  fhouid  you  have  been  fatisned 
in  going  away  as  you  did  ? 

A.  No,  I  certainly  fhouid  have '  had  the  body 
opened.  * 

From  the  Judge,  You  have  heard  what  Dr. 
Rattray  has  faid  refpecting  the  experiments  made  on 
dogs  and  horfes,  in  company  with  you  ;  do  you  agree 

with  him  ? 

A.  Yes.  !:  ;  ‘  ; 

Do  you  think  laurel  water  contained  in  a  phial 
of  the  fize  of  that  the  beceafed  took,  finlicient  to  de- 

ftroy  human  life  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  am  confident  it  would  any  man  in  court, 
in  half  an  hour.*,  Epilepfy  is  of  two  kinds,  primary 
and  ftftematic.  By  the  primary  I  mean  that  a  man 
may  in  the  mid  ft  of  life,  as  Julius  CWfar  did  in  the 
fulleft  health,  drop  down  in  convulsions,  froth  at  the 
and  afterwards  either  live  or  die. — By  the 
jyjtemaiic ,  1  mean,  where  any  fymptom  appears,  as  I 
have  fee n  by  experience,  where  from  a  imail  tymp- 
tom  at  firft,  an  epilepfy  has  been  brought  on,  and 
the  tffedf  has  been  mortal.  .  - 

Do  you  know  of  what  diforder  Sir  Theodofius 
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A.  I  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Lady  Bough  torp 
and  am  confident  that  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius 
was  occafioned  by  taking  the  poifofious  draught  ad- 
miniftered  to  him  by  Lady  Boughton. 

I)r\  A  S  H,  of  Birmingham . 

Gave* his  opinion  that  agreeable  to  the  evidence  he 
had  heard  of  the  fymptoms  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  death, 
that  he  died  of  a  poifon,  and  on  opening  the  body 
there  was  that  kind  of  fmell  which  is  generally  to  be 
found  on  the  opening  of  animals,  that  are  poifoned 
by  vegetable  poifon,  not  mineral. 

Dr.  P  A  R  S  O  N  5,  Profefjor  of  Anatomy  at  Oxford . 

Gaye  it  as  his  opinion,  that  from  the  nature  of  he 
confticution  of  Sir  Theodofius,  he  was  confident  he 
died  by  taking  the  draught  contained  in  the  bottle  gi¬ 
ven  him  by  Lady  Boughton,  and  the  fmell  of  laurel 
water  was  extremely  fimilar  to  that  of  bitter  aloes. 
The  draught  given  him  as  prefcribed  by  Mr.  Powell, 
containing  Jallapand-  Rheubarb,  would  by  no  means 
occafion  any  luch  fymptoms,  as  Sir  Theodofius  had. 
Tallap  difagreed  with  fome,  and  caufed  a  heaving  at 
the  ifomach,  but  nothing  dangerous,  he  thought 
the  fymptoms  of  Sir  Theodofius  were  more  like  Apo¬ 
plexy  than  Epilepfy. 

Crofs  Examination . 

Qr  Did  you  never  hear  of  a  perfon  dying  fuddenly 

in  the  prime  of  life. 

A,  Yes,  there  a  variety  of  caufes  which  will  bring 
on  an  Epilepfy. — Laurel  Water  is  of  fo  dangerous  a 
nature,  that  I  have  known  death  brought  on  by  taking 
only  two  drachms.  . 

SAMUEL  BUCK  NELL,  Surgeon. 

I  went  to  Lawford-hall  on  my  own  accord,  and 
Law  Mr.  Donnellan  who  1  informed  that  hearing  of  Dr. 
Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmour  having  been  there,  and 
dined  opening  the  body,  1  was  willing  to  undertake 
it,  and  open  the  ftomach  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the 

family,  if  he  pleafed. - Captain  Donnellan  replied, 

that 
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■that  it  would  not  be  either  fair  or  right  to  let  any 
perfon  meddle  with  the  body  after  two  men  fo  emiT 
nent  as  Mr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmour  had  declined 
it  — therefore  I  went  away  without  opening  the  body. 
—On  the  9th  of  September  I  went  again  and  faw 
Captain  Donnellan,  and  afked  him  if  he  had  feen  Sir 
'William  Wheeler  ?  he  faid  no,  but  he  had  received 

m‘  f  V  •  *  * '  '  • 

a  letter  from  Sir  William  Wheeler,  and  he  expected 
fome  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  but  he  waited  for 
Sir  Willliam  Wheeler’s  further  orders. 

+  '  t  *  f 

1  went  away,  and  returned  in  about  an  hour,  ancj 
afked  if  Mr.  Snow  had  been  there  ?  Captain  Don- 
nellan  faid  yes,  he  has  been  here,  and  is  gone ;  he 
has  given  the  neceffary  directions,  and  I  am  very 
forry  you  have  given  yourfelr  fo  much  unnecelfary 
trouble  ;  upon  which  I  went  away. 

WILLIAM  FROSS,  coachman  to  Lady  Roughton. 

On  the  d3y  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  Captain 
Donnellan  and  my  Lady  was  to  have  gone  to  the 
Wells  to  drink  the  waters.— ?rHe  felt  the  girths,  and 
faid,  they  are  fail,  I  believe  Will. — He  faid  Lady 
Boughton  was  not  ready,  upon  which  I  then  led  my 

Lady’s  horfe  into  the  {table - where  my  Lady  fent 

to  me,  and  faid,  Will,  go  to  Dr.  Powell*  and  fetch 
him,  for  Sir  Tbeodolius  is  very  ill.  L  replied, 
my  Lady  there  is  no  horfe  left  but  yours,  that, 

fays  flie,  will  not  go  fad  enough. - 1  replied, 

the  Captain  is  juft  gone  out. — She  faid,  go  fetch 
him  ;  I  did — and  fome  time  after  he  called  me  into 
the  parlour,  and  faid,  Will,  which  gate  did  I  go  out 
at  this  morning  ? — I  replied,  the  iron  gate,  your 
honour.  Upon  which  the  Captain  turned  round  to 
his  wife,  and  faid,  there,  you  hear  what  Will  fays, 

- - he  will  be  a  good  evidence  for  me. 

SAMUEL  FROSS. 

I  went  to  Mr.  Powell’s  for  a  medicine  for  Sir  The- 
odofius,  on  Tuefday  the  29th  of  Auguft,  1780,  and 
received  it  from  Mr.  Powell,  which  I  brought  home, 
between  5  and  6  o’clock,  and  gave  to  Sir  Theodofms 

himfclf, 
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ihimfelf,  who  put  it  in  his  room. — .We  afterwards 
went  to  fifhing,  and  Sir  Theodofius  fat  on  horfeback 
ito  lee  us  fifh,  the  whole  time,  with  his  boots  on.  The 
next  morning  I  went  into  his  room,  about  fix  o’clock, 
■to  wake  him,  and  get  fome  ft  raps  to  fix  a  net  on 
a  mare  to  go  to  Dunton  a  fi filing,  and  Sir  Theodo¬ 
fius  jumped  out  of  bed  and  fetched  them,  with  a 
portmanteau,  out  of  another  room  ;  and  he  then  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  good  ftate  of  health. 

Crojs  Examination. 

Who  was  preient  when  you  gave  Sir  Theodo- 
|£ius  the  medicine  ? 

A.  His  filter. 

Q.  Did  :you  fee  Mr.  Donnellan  that  evening  you  was 
jfifhing  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was  walking  in  the  garden. 

Q^Was  not  Captain  Donnellan  in  bed  when  Sir 
Theodofius  came  home  at  night  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know,  Sir  Theodofius  did  not  come 
borne  until  it  was  dark. 

MARY  LYON. 

I  lived  at  Lady  Houghton’s  until  about  a  month 
before  Sir  Theodofius  died.  Captain  Donnellan  lived 
there  all  the  while,  and  had  a  ltill  which  he  uied  to 
kdiftil  rofes  in,  but  whether  he  ufed  to  diftil  any  thing 
,elfe  I  cannot  fay,  the  room  where  the  ftiil  was  was 
kept  lockt. 

FRANCIS  AMOS,  gardener  to  Lady  Boughton. 

I  lived  at  Lawford-hall,  and  was  out  a  fifhing  with 
Sir  Theodofius  the  evening  before  he  died. 

Q  Was  Captain  Donnellan  a  fifhing  with  you  ? 

A.  No. 

Q..  Did  \ou  hold  any  converfation  with  Captain 
Donnellan  ?  ' 

A.  Yes,  the  evening  of  Sir  Thepdofius’s  death, 
Captain  Donellan  faid.  Gardener,  now  you  fhail  live 
at  your  eafe  ;  you  fhail  not  be  worked  as  you  were  in 
Sir  Theodofius’s  time.— I  have  wanted  to  be  matter  a 
long  time,  and  now  I  am  matter,  and  will  hold  it.-- 

E  Captain 
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Captain  Donnellan  a  few  days  after  Sir  Theodofius 
died,  brought  him  a  {till  to  clean,  which  was  full  of 
wet  lime,  that  the  Captain  faid  was  to  kill  fleas. 

Have  you  ever  gathered  any  thing  out  of 
the  garden  lor  the  Captain  to  diftil  from  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  gathered  him  lavender 
Does  your  garden  contain  any  laurel  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  great  deal,  and  bay-leaf  too. 

Q^Did  Captain  Donnellan  fay  any  thing  to  you  oa 
the  morning  of  Sir  Theodoflus’s  deceafe  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  defired  me  to  get  two  pigeons  for  Sir 
Theodofius,  who,  he  faid,  was  very  bad,  and  would 
die  of  that  curled  diforder,  the  pox.  I  told  him  there 
were  no  pigeons  fit  j  and  juft  as  I  was  fpeaking  to 
him,  Lady  Boughton  came  out,  wringing  her  hands, 
faying,  it  was  too  late  now,  for  Sir  Theodpfius  was 
dead. 


WILLIAM  CROFTS,  one  of  the  coroners  inqueft. 

I  law  the  prifoner  at  the  time  Lady  Boughton  was 
giving  her  evidence,  pull  her  by  the  fleeve,  when  fhe 
mentioned  the  rincingof  the  bottle  in  Sir  Theodofi- 
us’s  room. 

t  ■  '  .  1  . 


JOHN  DERBYSHIRE,  a  prifoner  for  debt  in  War¬ 
wick  goal. ; 

I  lived  for  above  a  month  in  the  fame  room  with 
the  prifhner,  and  in  a  converfation  I  afked  him,  whe¬ 
ther  he  thought  the  deceafed  was  poifoned  ?  he  re¬ 
plied,  he  had  no  doubt  of  it.  I  afked  him,  who 
could  do  it  ?  he  anfwered,  themfelves.  Who  are 
themfelves  ?  Why  fays  he,  his  mother,  himfelf,  apo¬ 
thecary,  and  family.  I  replied,  Sir  Theodofius  could 
net  do  it.  No,  faid  he,  I  don’t  think  he  would  :  the 
apothecary  could  not,  for  he  would  lofe  a  patient ; 
the  footman  could  not,  for  he  would  lofe  a  good  maf- 
ter:  and  it  was  unnatural  to  think  Lady  Boughton 
would.  He  then  talked  of  the  covetoufnefs  of  Lady 
Boughton  *  faid,  fhe  had  received  an  anonymous  let¬ 
ter  the  day  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death,  charging  her 
'  •  with 
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with  the  death  of  her  fon;  that  ftie  had  defired  him 
to  conceal  the  letter  from  his  wife,  and  had  afked 
him  to  give  up  his  claim  to  the  perfonal  eftate* 

Crofs  Examination* 

What  are  you  ? 

A.  I  have  been  a  reputable  tradefman. 

Have  you  not  failed  twice  } 

A.  Yes,  I  have  been  twice  a  bankrupt;  but  1  fell 
fairly. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  Sir  Alexander  Leith  and  Mr. 
Pope  ? 

A,  I  know  Mr.  Pope,  but  do  not  know,  nor  did  I 
ever  fee,  Sir  Alexander  Leith. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WHEELER;  Bart  guardian  to  the 

deceafedi  / worn . 

Proved  the  letters  that  had  Been  delivered  into 
court,  and  the  reafon  of  his  writing  to  Captain  Don- 
iiellan  was,  bn  Friday  the  t  ft  of  September  *  he  heard 
pf  a  fuffricion  of  there  being  poifon  given.  The  next 
letter  was  the  4th  of  September,  where  he  propofes 
to  have  the  body  opened^  as  Sir  Theodbfius  was  faid 
to  be  killed  by  medicine  or  poifom 

EDWARD  ORME; 

I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Roe;  the  goaler,  di- 
redted  to  Mrs.  Donnellan  ;  it  was  not  fealed,and  I  had 
turioiity  enough  to  copy  it ;  I  took  it  to  Rugby,  aiid 
there  gave  it  to  a  perfon  to  carry  over  to  Lawford* 
hall. 

Mr.  ROE,  goakr . 

t  delivered  a  letter  to  Orme,  which  I  received  from 
the  fervant  who  waits  on  Captain  Donnellan. 

As  the  letter  was  notfealed*  had  you  curiofity 
enough  to  open  it  ? 

Ai  Yes,  I  did,  and  read  it* 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  being 
tlofed,  the  letters  which  had  been  referred  to  were 
delivered  into  court^  and  his  Lordfliip  informed  the 
prifoner;  that  then  Was  the  time  for  lym  to  make  his 

E  2  defence  3, 
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defence*,  upon  which  the  Prifoner  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  a  written  paper,  which  was 
read  as  follows : 

PRISONERS  DEFENCE . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury . 

Permit  me  at  this  unfortunate  period  of  my  life,  to 
ftate  to  you,  that  many  faife  and  injurious  reports 
have  been  induftrioufly  circulated  concerning  me,  in 
the  various  town  and  country  news  papers,  ever 
fince  1  have  been  in  confinement. — The  reports  have 
been  equally  injurious  to  my  honor,  and  dangerous 
to  my  fafety.  I  have  moft  undefervedly  laboured 
under  a  load  of  prejudice,  fuch  a  load,  as  I  believe, 
no  man  ever  fuftained,  or  at  leafl  was  ever  tried  un- 
der.  —  l  hope,  however,  that  the  integrity  and  juftice 
of  your  Lordfbip,  and  the  wifdom  of  you,  Gentlemen 
of  the  Jury,  will  relieve  me  from  any  effe&  thefe 
wicked  afperfions  may  have  caufed  in  the  minds  of 
men,  and  do  me  that  Arid  juftice  which  I  have  an 
indifputable  right  to.  When  I  firft  married  Mrs. 
Donnellan,  I  did  it  at  the  defire  of  her  friends.  1  did 
it  on  the  moft  liberal  principles,  and  in  the  moft  ge¬ 
nerous  manner,  for  1  bound  myfelf  under  fuch  re- 
ftridtions,  that  I  could  not  receive  even  a  life  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  any  eftate  of  hers,  either  aflual  or  in  expec¬ 
tancy,  without  her  confent. 

What  inducement  then  could  I  have  to  perpetrate 
fo  wicked,  fo  cruel,  and  fo  horrid  a  deed,  as  1  ftand 
charged  with,  when  no  advantage  could  be  derived 
to  myfelf.  We  have  lived  together  ever  fince  my 
marriage  in  the  moft  perfect  harmony  and  friend- 
fhip,  and  I  truft  that  the  manifold  proofs  of  my 
friend fhip  for  the  deceaft  d,  by  having'  frequently  in¬ 
terfered  in  quarrels,  and  kept  him  rrom  differences 
that  might  endanger  his  perfon,  will  appear  to  you. 
Gentlemen,  that  my  conduct  was  not  like  one  that 
would  wifh  to  deprive  another  of  his  life. 

Immediately 
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Immediately  on  the  deceafe  of  Sir  Theodofius,  1 
wrote  to  his  guardian,  Sir  W.  Wheeler,  to  acquaint 
him  of  the  melancholy  event,  and  in  purfuance  to  the 
anfwer  I  received,  fent  for  the  Doctors  defired;  they 
met,  and  the  readinefs  I  fhewed  for  the  body  to  be 
infpefted,  will,  I  am  confident,  fufficiently  prove* 
that  I  was  innocent  of  what  I  am  charged. 

I  have  to  requeft,  that  you  will  not  fuffer  the  load 
of  prejudice,  that  is  gone  forth,  to  aft  in  the  leaft 
degree  againft  me,  but  that  you  will  with  candor  and 
impartiality,  do  me  drift:  judice,  as  you  would  ex- 
peft  it  yourfelves. 

ANDREW  MILLER,  Pojl-mafier,  heps  the 

Bear  at  Rugby . 

'  In  June  1778,  there  happened  a  quarrel  between 
Sir  Theodofius  and  Mr.  Wildbore,  and  Mr.  DonneU 
Ian  was  fent  for*  and  I  think  he  then  prevented  fight¬ 
ing,  but  it  is  fo  long  ago,  I  do  not  perfeftly  remem¬ 
ber  the  affair. 

Mr.  L  O  G  G  A  N. 

I  was  prefent  at  a  quarrel  between  Sir  Theodofius 
and  Sir  W.  Millet,  upon  which  Mr.  Charters  inter** 
fered,  and  a  challenge  enfued.  Sir  Theodofius  fent 
for  Mr.  Donneilan,  whofcame  and  prevented  the  quar¬ 
rel  coming  to  any  dreadful  iffue. 

Mr.  H  V  N  T  M  R . 

Can  any  certain  chirurgical  reafons  be  given  for 
the  caufe  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  death,  by  the  fymptom^ 
mentioned  by  Lady  Bough  ton  l 

A.  By  the  internal  and  external  appearance  of  the 
diffeftion,  nothing  could  be  formed,  except  that  qf 
the  putrefaftion.. 

Q^If  an  apoplexy  had  come  on,  would  not  the 
fymptoms  been  nearly  the  fame  ?’ 

A.  Yes^ 

Q.  Did  you  never  know  any  young  man  die  of  a® 
apoplexy  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  not  very  frequent.  Young  perfon$ 

more 
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more  frequentlydie  of  an  E  pilepfy  than  of  an  Apo¬ 
plexy: 

Did  you  ever  knbw  Laurel  Water  given  to  a 
human  per fon  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  try  poifon  oh  anirhalsf 

A.  I  have  poifoned  fome  thoufands. 

Has  poifon  the  fame  effect  On  brutes  as  it  has 
on  the  human  fpecies. 

A.  Opium  and  Arfedic  will  act  alike,  on  the  hu¬ 
man  frame  and  brute  creation.  It  is  a  notion  that 
brandy  will  kill  a  cat*  I  have  tried  it,  and  have  killed 
many  cats.  Yet  it  is  a  miftaken  maxim,  for  the  rfeafoni 
is,  that  by  being  given  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
animal,  the  violent  ftruggling  againfl  it  frequently 
occafions  fome  of  the  liquor  to  reach  the  lungs,  which 
is  the  caufe  of  the  death. 

Had  you  been  prefent  at  the  diffe&ion^  would 
you  not  have  examined  the  inteftines  ? 

A.  Had  I  been  called  on  to  give  my  opinion  on  a 
matter  of  the  kind,  I  fhould  have  purlued  my  fearcli 
to  the  inteftines  moft  certainly,  as  the  bowels  are  the 
tradt  in  which  the  poifon  muft  have  worked,  and  had 
the  head  been  opened  it  would  have  produced  much 
greater  fatisfadtion,  as  a  large  quantity  of  extravafated 
blood  would  have  been  found,  had  the  body  died  of 
an  epelipfy  or  apoplexy. 

Q^Does  it  not  frequently  happen  that  where  the 
father  has  died  of  an  apoplexy,  that  the  fon  has  done 
the  fame? 

A.  In  all  cafes  conjiitutional  difeafes  are  liable  to  be 
hereditary,  but  no  acquired  difeafe  can  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  a  child. 

QJHaving  heard  the  defeription  which  the  other 
gentlemen  have  given  of  the  fymptoms  before  death, 
and  the  appearances  after,  might  not  the  lame  fymp¬ 
toms  and  appearances  have  been  produced  by  other 
caufes  ? 

A.  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  it* 

Crop 
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Crcfs  Examination. 

cl  Is  it  cuftomary  for  perfons  that  are  not  poi* 
foned  to  froth  at  the  mouth  when  dying  ? 

A.  The  healthieit  perfons  generally  do  froth  when 
dying,  and  heaving  is  produced  by  the  ceafing  of  the 
voluntary  a&ions. 

Qc  Have  you  ever  ufed  laurel  water  to  any  ani¬ 
mals  ? 

A.  I  have  given  it  to  dogs  by  introducing  it  into 
the  ftomach  and  veins,  and  it  has  produced  death, 
but  not  fo  fuddenly  as  defcribed  by  lbme  of  the  wit- 
neffes. 

QJDo  you  conceive  an  apoplexy  as  a  conftitu- 
tionai  diforder  ? 

A.  Yes  v  as  conftitutional  as  any  other. 

Would  not  laurel  water  have  produced  the  fame 
effedts,  as  have  been  defcribed  by  lady  Boughton  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  who  have  given  their 
opinions  ? 

A.  I  can  conceive  it  might. 

( From  the  judge)  Q^Is  it  common  for  young  men 
in  health,  and  thin  in  perfon,  as  the  late  Sir  Theodofius 
was,  to  die  of  an  apoplexy  ? 

A.  Thin  perfons  are  not  fo  liable  to  apoplexies  as 
others,  but  health  fignifies  nothing. 

Q^Then,  upon  the  whole,  do  you  think  that  Sir 
Theodofius’s  death  was  caufed  by  taking  the  draughts 
adminiftered  by  lady  Boughton  ? 

A  I  feel  myfelf  in  a  difficult  fituation.  I  do  not 
mean  to  hefitate  or  keep  back  the  truth  *,  but  it  is  a 
hard  thing  to  fay  •,  it  might  be  from  that,  or  from 
many  other  caufes ;  the  health ieft  perfons  are  fre¬ 
quently  taken  off  quite  fuddenly. 

Here  clofed  the  evidence  for  the  prifoner,  upon 
which  his  Lordfliip  began  to  fum  up  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  that  had  been  given,  which  he  did  with  great 
accuracy,  candour  and  impartiality:  as  the  evidence  had 
been  very  long  and  a  great  part  of  it  technical  he 
defired  the  Council  or  Jury  to  fet  him  right  if  he 

fliould 
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^Ebotuld  by  chance  midake  any  part  of  it.  He  repro¬ 
bated  the  method  of  inferting  in  news-papers  reports 
previous  to  a  trial,  as  they  undoubtedly  were  means  of 
prejudicing  people’s  minds,  but  he  ftriCtly  charged 
the  Jury  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  reports  they 
had  heard  but  adhere  to  the  evidence  that  had  beta 
given. 

His  Lordfhip  particularly  advened  to  the  rineng 
of  the  bottles  *,  the  dill  being  filled  with  lime  the 
prifoner  having  mentioned  that  Sir  Theodofius  had 
got  wet  in  the  feet ;  the  letters  to  Sir  William  Whee¬ 
ler,  &c.  and  defired  the  Jury  to  find,  if  they 
could,  anfwers  to  thofe  facts*  The  indictment,  he  faid, 
pointed  out  tnat  arfenic  had  been  ufed  ;  that  was  per¬ 
fectly  immaterial  whether  it  was  arfenic,  laurel  water, 
or  any  other  poifon,  if  it  appeared  to  them  that  the 
deceafed  had  been  poifonea  it  was  fufficient,  the  next 
cafe  for  them  to  confider,  was,  whether  the  priloner 
was  the  perfon  who  had  poifoned  him,  and  in  cafes  of 
poifon  a  drong  chain  ot  circi  rnftancial  evidence  was 
as  full  proof  as  could  poflihiy  be  expefted. 

The  Jury  v/ent  out  of  Court,  and  in  about  ter? 
minutes  time  returned  with  a  verdiCt,  That  he  was 
GUILTY. 

The  clerk  of  the  arraigns  then  afked  the  prifoner 
what  he  had  to  fay  why  fentence  of  death  fhould  not 

on  receiving  no  aniwer,  his 
cap,  and  addre/Ied  him  as 

John  Donnelmn, 

You  now  Hand  convicted  on  the  cleared  evidence 
that  could  be  produced, of  the  crime  of  murder,  which,, 
of  all  crimes  next  to  thofe  againft  the  date,  the  go¬ 
vernment,  or  the  conditution,  is  the  mod  atrocious. 
Of  all  murders,  poifoning  is  the  mod  horrible  •,  and 
if  there  may  be  degrees  allowed  in  that  fpecies  of 
guilt,  that  of  which  you  are  now  convicted  furpaiTes 
all  others  of  the  kind  that  went  before  yours,  as 
much  as  murder  itfelf  furpafies  other  crimes.  The 

place, 
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Lordfhip  arofc,  put  on  his 
follows: 
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plaice,  the  manner,  and  the  perfoh  on  whom  yoi 
committed  this  murder  greatly  enhance  your  guilt. — 
It  was  committed  at  a  place  where  you  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  deceafed,  and 
was  little  expefted  to  commit  an  aft  of  fo  horrid  a 
nature.  But  your  ambition  has  made  you  commit 
what  every  honeft  mind  muft  fhudder  at.  You  have 
cut  off*  the  tiling  offspring  of  an  ancient  and  refpeft* 
able  family.  In  the  commifiion  of  this  cruel  aft, 
avarice  feems  to  have  been  your  motive,  and  hypocri** 
ly  was  your  cloak*  The  greatnefs  of  his  fortune 
has  caufed  the  greatnefs  of  your  crime  :  you  faw  him 
likely  to  be  in  the  poffeflion  fhordy  of  an  ample 
fortune,  equal  to  lupport  the  ancient  dignity  of  his 
Family.  You  faw  that  his  death  would  put  you  into 
the  enjoyment  of  that  fortune;  and  therefore  wicked¬ 
ly  determined  to  facrifkethe  devoted  youth  who  flood 
between  you  and  your  ambitious  defigns* 

The  blacknefs  of  your  crime  is  the  deeper  ftill  from 
the  cohfideration  that  the  unhappy  youth  flood  in  fo 
hear  a  relation  to  you,  and  that  you  took  away  his  life 
under  the  treacherous  mafic  of  friendfhip,  and  a  pre* 
tended  care  of  his  health*  The  inflrument  too,  which 
you  made  choice  of  for  this  detefled  purpofe,  is  an  ad* 
ditional  aggravation  of  your  offence.  It  was  not  fuf* 
ficient  to  facrifice  the  life  of  the  fon,  but  you  muft 
pitch  upon  his  unhappy  mother  for  the  innocent  in* 
ftrument  of  your  foul  purpofe. 

The  aft  itfelf  was  not  fuddenly  thought  of.  It  was 
deliberated  long,  and  the  longer  the  deliberation  was* 
the  greater  was  your  offence.  It  was  accompanied 
with  fo  many  arts  and  fo  much  previous  caution  that 
it  feemed  to  defy  detection,  but  from  a  fatality  which 
ever  attends  aftions  of  fo  black  a  die,  and  which  I 
truft  ever  will  attend  all  the  fecret  defigns  of  murder, 
circum fiances  have  arifen  that  have  brought  to  light 
the  guilt  which  you  ufed  fo  much  art  to  conceal. 

For  in  moft  cafes  of  murder  Heaven  generally 
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points  out  a  door  for  eonvi&ion,  which  the  mtftdcrer 
feems  to  think  {hut. 

In  your  cafe  there  appears  to  be  a  peculiar  interfe¬ 
rence  of  Heaven  to  bring  the  crirpe  to  light ,  for  out 
©f  the  very  extraordinary  pains  which  you  took  to 
conceal  the  offence,  circufnftances  have  arifen  that 
ure  fo  fingular  in  their  nature,  and  fo  correfpondent 
with  each  other  that  they  have  indubitably  marked 
you  as  the  perpetrator  of  this  murder; 

In  a  fatft  of  fo  fecret  a  kind,  circumftantia)  evidence 
rs  the  only  evidence  that  can  generally  be  expected  *, 
and  in  your  cafe  circumlfances  have  appeared  than 
which  I  will  venture  to  fay  po  flronger  have  ever 
been  known.  They  have  perfedlly  fatisfied  the  Jury 
of  your  guilt ;  and  I  implicitly  concur  in  opinion  with 
them.  In  the  detail  of  this  evidence  your  letters  to 
Sir  William  Wheeler  are  none  of  the  weakeft.  They 
are  full  of  the  utmoft  deceit,  and  in  them  it  appears, 
moft  clearly,  that  you  have  endeavoured  jto  prevent 
that  refpebtable  gentleman  From  enquiring  into  th$ 
caufe  of  the  deceafed’s  death,  and  your  rincingout  the 
bottles,  that  nothing  might  be  traced  from  them,  ap- 
pears  to  me  as  plain  a  proof  of  your  guilt  a?  pofiibility 
could  produce.  After  you  have  beep  convidted  on  fo 
clear  an  evidence,  you  cannot  expedt  to  meet  with  any 
thing  but  ftridl  juftice  here,  but  you  will  fhortly  ap¬ 
pear  before  an  aweful  tribunal,  where  the  fecrets  of 
all  men’s  hearts  are  laid  open,  and  however  you  might 
hope  to  elude  the  penetration  of  an  earthly  judge, 
that  Almighty  and  all-knowing  judge,  at  whofe  Bar 
you  are  next  to  render  account  of  this  unhappy  faff, 
is  already  acquainted  with  the  inmoft  devices  of  your 
heart. — The  education  you  have  had  muff  convince 
vou  of  this  truth,  and  that  during  the  fhort  time  you 
have  now  to  live,  a  deep  contrition  for  your  manifold 
fins  is  the  only  means  you  have  left  to  make  your 
peace  hereafter.  — May  the  Almighty  in  his  utmoft 
wifdom  pardon  you  !  • 

But 


